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REPORT  OF  THE  SURGICAL  DEPARTMENT 


of  the 

New  York  Hospital  and  Cornell  University 
Medical  College 

For  the  Year  January  1,  1941  to  December  31,  1941. 
by 

George  J.  Heuer 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  and  the  President  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  Cornell 
University: 

Progress  in  the  Surgical  Department  during  the  year  1941 
was  satisfactory.  The  admissions  of  patients  to  the  pavilions  of 
General  Surgery  and  the  Specialties  of  Surgery  and  to  the  Semi- 
private  and  Private  services  were  the  highest  in  the  history  of 
the  new  hospital.  As  a  result  there  was  a  corresponding  increase 
in  the  activities  of  the  various  units  of  the  department;  of  the 
pavilions,  of  the  operating  rooms,  of  the  Department  of  Anes- 
thesia and  of  the  Surgical  Pathological  Laboratory.  The  increase 
in  total  surgical  admissions  over  the  year  1940 — our  previous 
largest  year — was  8  per  cent,  of  surgical  operations  9.8  per  cent, 
of  pathological  tissue  examinations  17.5  per  cent.  The  post- 
operative mortality  was  less  than  1.5  per  cent;  the  incidence  of 
postoperative  complications  low,  the  results  of  treatment  at  the 
time  of  discharge  highly  satisfactory.  The  cooperation  of  the 
X-ray,  Nursing  and  Dietary  departments  and  of  the  various  ser- 
vice units  of  the  hospital  as  usual  was  of  a  high  order  and  added 
-greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  department.  The 
teaching  of  undergraduate  and  graduate  students  was  well  done. 
Research  in  the  department  was  active.    Due  to  the  war,  our 
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attention  has  been  directed  the  past  year  to  problems  concerning 
the  management  of  wounds  and  wound  infections  and  a  number 
of  clinical  and  experimental  problems  in  these  fields  have  been 
actively  investigated.  Altogether  92  papers  have  been  published 
by  members  of  the  department  during  1941. 

While  the  department  functioned  smoothly  and  efficiently,  some 
difficult  problems  have  arisen  during  the  year.  The  yearly  in- 
crease in  all  the  activities  of  the  department  can  not  go  on  indefin- 
itely without  an  increase  in  staff,  secretarial  help,  funds  for  re- 
search and  other  facilities.  The  Head  of  the  Department  has 
presented  to  the  proper  Heads  of  the  Hospital  and  Medical 
College  the  urgent  need  of  additions  to  the  Resident  Staffs,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Specialties  of  Surgery;  of  an  increase  in  our  budget 
for  research,  and  so  on;  but  with  the  knowledge  that  the  financial 
situation  of  the  Hospital  and  College  may  not  permit  them.  This 
problem  is  becoming  increasingly  acute  and  deserves  the  consider- 
ation of  all  concerned.  Added  to  this  are  the  problems  arising 
from  the  war.  The  Surgical  Department  has  willingly  cooperated 
with  the  Government  both  in  the  organization  of  General  Hos- 
pital No.  9  for  service  with  the  armed  forces  and  in  the  organ- 
ization of  Hospital  units  for  civilian  defense;  and  with  the 
realization  that  such  cooperation  involved  the  withdrawal  of 
many  men  important  to  the  institution  in  the  care  of  patients, 
teaching  and  research.  At  the  present  time  14  members  of  the 
surgical  staff  have  left  us  to  enter  the  service.  With  the  call  to 
duty  of  General  Hospital  No.  9,  20  more  will  be  withdrawn; 
and  they  are  the  men  most  active  in  the  work  of  the  department. 
Further  withdrawals,  particularly  of  members  of  our  Resident 
Staffs  appear  likely;  and  we  shall  probably  be  confronted,  this 
coming  year,  with  a  serious  shortage  of  men  to  carry  on  the  var- 
ious activities  of  the  department.  The  solution  of  this  problem 
is  being  given  serious  consideration. 

I.  Chronicle  of  the  Staff.  As  might  be  expected  there  have 
been  more  changes  in  the  staff  of  the  department  than  usual.  As 
noted,  14  men,  Drs.  William  F.  MacFee,  Herbert  Parsons,  John 
P.  West,  John  E.  Evans,  Boardman  Bosworth,  James  O.  McDon- 
ald, Dan  C.  Gill,  George  M.  Knapp,  Stephen  C.  Meigher,  John 
E.  Toole,  Francis  P.  Twinem,  J.  A.  Misspaugh,  Herbert  Berga- 
mini,  Samuel  Gartner  and  William  H.  Gulledge, — all  active  in 
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the  care  of  patients,  in  teaching  and  research,  left  us  to  join  the 
Army  and  Navy  services.  Eleven  men — Drs.  Harold  Blauvelt, 
John  Duff,  Frank  Fierro,  Martin  J.  Healy,  Irving  W.  Miller, 
Edgar  P.  Sherman,  Rufus  E.  Stetson,  Charles  S.  Bliss,  Henry  W. 
Mayo,  Claude  W.  Pearson  and  Henry  Schnittman — either  re- 
signed to  accept  positions  elsewhere  or  completed  their  services 
under  the  terms  of  their  appointments.  Three  additional  men — 
Drs.  James  M.  Holman,  William  W.  Mansson,  and  Barron  D. 
Kemp — failed  to  accept  appointments,  having  been  called  into 
service  before  the  date  of  their  appointments.  New  appointments 
were  those  of  Drs.  John  M.  McLean,  James  A.  Moore,  William 
F.  Nickel,  John  B.  Ogilvie,  Clifton  W.  Anderson,  John  L.  Sulli- 
van, John  C.  Pierson,  Richard  Benfield  and  K.  F.  Blendenbacher. 
Promotions  in  rank  in  the  hospital  or  Medical  College  include  Drs. 
Ralph  F.  Bowers,  Archie  L.  Dean,  John  H.  Eckel,  Howard  S. 
Jeck,  Allister  McLellan,  William  P.  Wheeler  and  DeGraaf 
Woodman. 

Of  the  Resident  Staffs  in  General  Surgery  and  the  Specialties 
of  Surgery  Drs.  Edward  W.  Douglas,  John  H.  Eckel,  William  F. 
Nickel,  John  B.  Ogilvie,  Edward  T.  Cary,  J.  Edwin  Drew,  Edward 
A.  Dunlop,  Foster  H.  Young  and  William  P.  Yunck  completed 
the  period  of  training  proscribed  in  our  graduate  teaching  pro- 
gram. Drs.  Charles  G.  Child,  E.  Cooper  Person  and  Harold 
Genvert  have  been  advanced  to  the  position  of  Resident  Surgeon 
in  General  Surgery;  Dr.  Victor  Marshall  to  Resident  in  Urology, 
Dr.  Robert  H.  Little  as  Assistant  Resident  in  Otolaryngology  and 
Dr.  Ralph  H.  Seeley  as  Resident  in  Ophthalmology.  Assistant 
Residents  have  been  advanced  all  along  the  line  to  meet  these 
changes.  Of  the  Interns  in  General  Surgery  completing  their 
terms  of  service  July  1,  1941  Drs.  Charles  F.  Chandler,  James  A. 
Dingwall,  Carl  J.  Schmidlapp  and  Charles  K.  Kirby  were  retained 
and  advanced  to  positions  of  Assistant  Resident  in  Surgery; 
while  Drs.  Charles  L.  Blase,  William  H.  Gulledge,  Henry  W. 
Mayo  and  Charles  W.  Pearson  left  us  to  take  positions  respective- 
ly at  the  Cincinnati  General  Hospital,  in  the  Navy,  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia  and  at  the  University  of  California  Medical  School 
and  Hospital.  The  men  who  accepted  positions  as  interns  in 
General  Surgery  as  of  July  1,  1941  are  Drs.  M.  H.  Berry,  A.  D. 
Console,  C.  S.  Jones,  and  R.  S.  Wilcox  of  Cornell  Medical  College; 
W.  W.  Daniel  of  Harvard,  J.  M.  Beal,  Jr.  of  the  University  of 
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Chicago  and  S.  R.  Burnett  of  Baylor  University.  Dr.  W.  W. 
Mansson  of  Cornell  was  appointed  as  intern  but  went  into  Mili- 
tary service  instead  and  his  position  was  not  filled. 

During  the  year  the  plan  of  exchanging  men  with  Bellevue 
Hospital  was  continued.  Drs.  G.  I.  Chenoweth,  J.  T.  Kauer  and 
William  A.  Barnes  of  our  JResident  staffs  each  spent  6  months 
on  the  Second  Surgical  Service  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  while  Drs. 
B.  B.  Clark,  C.  T.  Neill,  Jr.  and  E.  P.  Fleischmann  of  the  Resident 
Staff  of  Bellevue  have  spent  or  are  spending  a  similar  period  at 
the  New  York  Hospital. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  of  Drs.  Francis  W.  Shine,  Consult- 
ing Ophthalmologist,  and  Colin  L.  Begg,  Surgeon  to  Out  Patients 
on  the  Brady  Foundation,  are  recorded. 

II.    Service  to  Patients. 

1.    Pavilion  Service: 

A.  General  Surgery.  During  the  year  1941,  3034  patients 
were  admitted  to  the  pavilions  of  General  Surgery.  They  natur- 
ally fall  into  two  groups — a)  those  not  subjected  to  and  b)  those 
subjected  to  surgical  operation. 

Non-operative  Group.  Seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  patients 
admitted  to  the  wards  were  not  subjected  to  operation  either  be- 
cause operation  was  not  indicated  or  was  precluded  because  of 
the  condition  of  the  patient  or  was  refused.  Of  this  number  752 
survived  and  were  discharged  from  this  hospital  cured,  improved 
or  unimproved.  Thirteen  patients  died  in  the  hospital,  a  mortality 
rate  of  1.7  per  cent.  Autopsies  were  obtained  in  7  or  54  per  cent, 
for  us  an  unusually  low  percentage.  The  conditions  causing 
death  were  automobile  accident  1,  advanced  cancer  2,  diabetes 
and  its  complications  2,  vascular  disease  or  accidents  3,  acute 
abdominal  conditions  with  peritonitis  or  liver  abscesses  3,  and 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver  1.  One  patient  with  cancer  of  the  rectum 
committed  suicide.   The  deaths  are  assembled  in  Table  I. 

Operative  Group.  Upon  2269  patients,  2769  operations  were 
performed  with  57  deaths,  an  operative  mortality  of  2  per  cent  and 
a  case  mortality  of  2.5  per  cent.  Since  it  has  been  requested  that  an 
attempt  be  made  to  conserve  paper,  the  tables  listing  the  operations 
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performed  will  be  omitted  this  year.  A  summary  shows  that,  ex- 
clusive of  the  brain,  390  operations  were  performed  on  the  head 
and  neck  of  which  150  were  operations  upon  the  thyroid  gland; 
152  upon  the  brain,  spinal  cord  and  peripheral  nerves;  222  upon 
the  thorax  and  its  viscera;  1471  upon  the  abdomen  and  its  viscera; 
322  upon  the  extremities  and  212  upon  the  skin  and  subcutaneous 
tissues.  Appendicitis  and  its  complications,  disease  of  the  thyroid 
gland,  hernia,  noncancerous  diseases  of  the  gallbladder  and  bile 
ducts  and  noncancerous  diseases  of  the  rectum  and  anus  were  the 
five  most  common  conditions  for  which  operation  was  performed. 
There  was  a  total  of  1243  patients  operated  upon  for  these  condi- 
tions with  7  postoperative  deaths,  a  mortality  rate  of  0.5  per  cent. 
Operations  for  appendicitis  and  its  complications  (377  cases) 
carried  a  mortality  of  1.1  per  cent;  for  thyroid  diseases  (156 
cases)  1.3  per  cent;  for  hernia  (255  cases)  0.3  per  cent;  for  non- 
cancerous diseases  of  the  gallbladder  and  bile  ducts  (212  cases) 
0  per  cent;  and  for  noncancerous  diseases  of  the  rectum  and  anus 
(283  cases),  0  per  cent.  Of  the  2769  operations,  the  members  of 
the  Resident  Staffs  performed  2447  or  88  per  cent  with  a  mortal- 
ity of  1.6  per  cent. 

A  brief  analysis  of  the  57  postoperative  deaths  shows  that  8 
followed  operations  for  acute  emergency  conditions;  20,  exten- 
sive operations  for  cancer,  with  2  exceptions  within  the  thorax 
or  abdomen;  13,  operations  upon  the  brain  and  spinal  cord;  5, 
operations  for  non-malignant  intrathoracic  conditions;  4,  opera- 
tions for  nonmalignant  conditions  within  the  abdomen;  2,  oper- 
ations upon  the  thyroid  gland  and  5,  operations  for  miscellaneous 
conditions.  Autopsies  were  obtained  in  36  of  the  57  deaths,  an 
autopsy  percentage  of  63.1.  The  deaths  are  assembled  in  Table 
II. 

B.  Urology.  The  Subdepartment  of  Urology  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Stevens  admitted  457  patients  to  the  pavilions. 
Of  these  189  were  not  subjected  to  operation  and  3  died,  a  non- 
operative  mortality  of  1.5  per  cent.  Upon  268  patients,  371 
operations  were  performed  with  7  postoperative  deaths,  an  oper- 
ative mortality  of  1.8  per  cent,  a  case  mortality  of  2.6  per  cent. 

The  James  Buchanan  Brady  Urological  Service  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Lowsley  admitted  423  patients  to  the  pavilions. 
Of  these  188  were  not  subjected  to  operation  and  4  died,  a  non- 
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operative  mortality  of  2.1  per  cent.  Upon  235  patients,  267 
operations  were  performed  with  10  postoperative  deaths,  an  oper- 
ative mortality  of  3.7  per  cent,  a  case  mortality  of  4.2  per  cent. 
The  admissions  and  operations  of  the  two  subdepartments  repre- 
sents an  increase  of  17  per  cent  in  admissions  and  21  per  cent  in 
operations. 

Again  the  638  urological  operations  performed  on  the  two  ser- 
vices will  not  be  listed.  An  examination  of  the  operations  shows 
that  193  operations  were  performed  for  diseases  of  the  prostate 
gland,  73  for  diseases  of  the  kidney,  78  for  diseases  of  the  bladder 
and  294  for  various  conditions  of  the  external  genitalia  and  other 
structures.  The  total  deaths  are  analyzed  in  Table  III.  Of  the 
5  nonoperative  deaths,  autopsies  were  obtained  in  3.  Of  the  18 
postoperative  deaths,  autopsies  were  obtained  in  6,  a  percentage 
of  33.3. 

C.  Orthopedic  Surgery.  The  admissions  and  operations  in 
the  Subdepartment  of  Orthopedic  Surgery  are  included  in  the 
statistics  of  General  Surgery. 

D.  Otolaryngology.  The  Subdepartment  admitted  957 
patients  to  the  pavilions  and  performed  783  operations  with  2 
postoperative  deaths.  This  represents  an  increase  in  admissions 
over  1940  of  6  per  cent.  The  admissions  include  some  Semi- 
private  patients  who,  for  various  reasons,  were  admitted  to  the 
pavilions  and  there  treated. 

E.  Ophthalmology.  This  Subdepartment  admitted  193  pa- 
tients to  the  pavilions  and  performed  191  operations  without  a 
death.  The  increase  in  admissions  over  the  year  1940  is  almost 
50  per  cent,  of  operations  18  per  cent. 

2.  Semi  private  and  Private  Services.  The  Semiprivate  and 
Private  services  admitted  respectively  1902  and  1535  patients  to 
the  semiprivate  and  private  floors ;  a  gain  over  the  preceding  year 
of  10  per  cent  and  3  per  cent.  A  total  of  3194  operations  was 
performed  upon  these  patients  with  approximately  30  postopera- 
tive deaths,  an  operative  mortality  of  0.9  per  cent.  Of  the  3194 
operations,  1949 — or  61  per  cent — were  performed  on  the  10th 
Operating  Floor.  The  operations  performed  are  on  file  but  will 
not  be  listed. 
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3.  Out  Patient  Department.  The  Surgical  Out  Patient  De- 
partment admitted  20,427  new  patients  who  made  101,523  visits 
to  the  clinic.  General  Surgery  admitted  7778  new  patients  and 
received  40,744  visits;  Urology  (both  services)  admitted  2023 
new  patients  and  received  17,797  visits;  Otolaryngology  admitted 
3523  new  patients  and  received  15,692  visits;  Ophthalmology  ad- 
mitted 3432  new  patients  and  received  11,794  visits;  Orthopedic 
Surgery  admitted  2457  new  patients  and  received  8963  visits  and 
Dentistry  admitted  1214  new  patients  and  received  6533  visits. 
As  compared  with  the  totals  for  1940  there  was  a  decrease  in  new 
patients  and  patient  visits,  of  between  2  and  3  per  cent.  Of  the 
various  units  of  the  Surgical  O.P.D.  there  was  an  increase  in  new 
patients  in  Urology  and  Orthopedic  surgery;  an  increase  in  patient 
visits  in  Urology,  Orthopedic  surgery  and  Ophthalmology.  In 
the  operating  rooms  of  the  surgical  O.P.D.  471  minor  operations 
were  performed  and  246  treatments  given.  Seven  hundred  and 
fifteen  plaster  casts  were  applied  for  fractures  and  corrective 
treatments. 

4.  Accident  and  Emergency  Pavilion.  The  unit  of  the  Surgi- 
cal department  treated  9887  new  patients  who  made  11,906  visits. 
It  examined  1934  patients  for  admission  to  the  hospital  of  which 
1277  were  surgical,  the  remaining  657  being  medical,  pediatric 
or  gynecological.  It  admitted  6176  patients  to  the  hospital  of 
which  4890  were  surgical  and  1286  medical.  The  total  number 
of  patients  treated,  examined  for  admission  and  admitted  was 
17,987  who  made  2019  additional  visits. 

5.  Physiotherapy.  This  Department  gave  30,392  patient 
treatments.  Of  these  15,157  were  physiotherapeutic  treatments 
of  various  kinds;  15,130  were  heliotherapeutic  treatments  and 
105  were  fever  treatments.  No  serious  accidents  occurred  in  the 
course  of  treatments. 

6.  Laboratory  of  Surgical  Pathology.  The  laboratory  exam- 
ined, diagnosed  and  recorded  5877  specimens  from  the  operating 
rooms,  wards  and  O.P.D.  This  is  an  increase  over  1940  of  17.5 
per  cent. 

7.  Operating  Rooms.  The  operating  rooms  on  the  10th  sur- 
gical floor  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  There  were 
6330  operations  performed  on  the  floor  an  increase  of  12.5  per 
cent  over  the  preceding  year.    In  addition  700  treatments  were 
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given,  some  of  them  requiring  anesthesia.  During  the  year  Miss 
Veronica  Lyons  resigned  as  Director  of  the  10th  floor  operating 
rooms  to  take  another  position  on  the  Nursing  Staff.  Mrs.  John 
P.  West  succeeded  Miss  Lyons  as  supervisor  of  the  operating 
rooms.  In  the  operating  rooms  of  the  Uth  surgical  floor,  1245 
operations  were  performed. 

8.  Anesthesia.  The  surgical  anesthetists  under  the  direction 
of  the  surgical  department  administered  5653  anesthesias,  an  in- 
crease of  269  over  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  3007  were  in- 
halation anesthesias;  1334  local;  357  spinal;  53  caudal;  71  avertin 
alone  and  8  colonic  ether.  Local  anesthesia  was  combined  with 
inhalation  anesthesia  in  79  cases;  spinal  with  inhalation  in  31; 
avertin  with  inhalation  in  571  and  with  local  in  108;  colonic  ether 
with  inhalation  in  7  cases;  and  caudal  with  inhalation  in  14  cases. 
From  this  summary  3709  of  the  5653  anesthetics  administered 
were  inhalation  anesthesias,  a  percentage  of  the  total  number  of 
65.6.  During  the  year  two  students,  Mary  Sprott  and  Malvina 
Loveland  completed  a  year's  course  in  anesthesia  and  left  us,  one 
to  take  a  position  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  in  New  York,  the  other 
at  Michael  Reese  Hospital  in  Chicago.  Three  new  students  were 
admitted  to  the  course  on  October  1,  1941,  two  of  whom  proved 
to  be  unsuitable  and  since  have  been  asked  to  discontinue  the 
course.  Miss  Sara  Ledford  is  our  only  student  anesthetist  at  the 
moment. 

9.  Surgical  Follow-Up  Department.  During  the  year  the 
Department  sent  out  12,525  letters  and  other  communications 
requesting  old  patients  to  return  for  reexamination.  As  a  result, 
3867  patients  returned  to  our  usual  Sunday  morning  follow-up 
clinic,  1195  were  examined  elsewhere  than  in  the  follow-up  clinic 
and  2253  answered  by  mail  or  telephone.  Information  was  ob- 
tained regarding  late  results,  therefore,  from  7315  patients.  As 
a  result  of  our  contacts  with  these  patients,  1070  were  referred 
to  our  surgical  O.P.D.  for  further  examinations  and  195  advised 
to  reenter  the  hospital  of  whom  60  were  readmitted  during  the 
year.  The  year's  work  shows  that  90.6  per  cent  of  the  cases 
"closed"  were  closed  with  satisfactory  follow-up  data.  The  total 
satisfactory  follow-up  record  of  the  department  has  steadily  risen 
from  80  per  cent  in  1936,  a  year  after  the  department  was  opened, 
to  89  per  cent  in  1941. 
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Summary.  A  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Department 
shows  that  5064  patients  were  admitted  to  the  pavilions  of  Gen- 
eral Surgery  and  the  Specialties  of  Surgery,  1902  to  the  Semi- 
private  service  and  1535  to  the  Private  service,  a  total  of  8501 
patients.  This  represents  an  increase  over  1040  of  6.4  per  cent 
in  the  admission  of  pavilion  patients,  of  10  per  cent  in  the  ad- 
mission of  Semiprivate  patients  and  of  3  per  cent  in  Private 
patients.  Upon  these  patients  7575  operations  were  performed 
with  an  operative  mortality  of  not  more  than  1.1  per  cent.  The 
Surgical  Out  Patient  Department  admitted  20,427  new  patients 
who  made  101,523  visits  to  the  clinics.  In  the  course  of  treat- 
ment they  were  subjected  to  471  minor  operations  and  had  715 
plaster  casts  applied.  The  Accident  and  Emergency  Pavilion 
received  20,006  patient  visits,  the  Physiotherapy  department, 
30,392  visits  and  the  follow-up  department  3867  visits.  The  total 
number  of  visits  made  by  ambulant  patients  to  the  various  units 
of  the  Surgical  Out  Patient  Department,  therefore,  was  155,788. 

Comments  on  the  Service.  Extensive  comments  on  the  ser- 
vice will  be  omitted.  The  record  of  the  year  as  given  is  an  indica- 
tion that  the  growth  of  the  department  continues,  that  its 
organization  is  sound  and  that  its  work  generally  is  satisfactory. 
In  the  percentage  of  autopsies  obtained  we  had  a  less  satisfactory 
record  than  in  the  preceding  year.  A  study  of  this  situation  shows 
that  the  legal  requirements  which  must  be  met  to  obtain  unques- 
tioned permission  for  autopsy,  if  insisted  upon  in  every  detail, 
are  such  as  to  make  it  difficult  and  sometimes  impossible  to  obtain 
them.  This  is  a  matter  which  I  think  should  be  reviewed.  It  is 
appropriate  to  comment  on  the  progress  made  in  the  Subdepart- 
ments  of  Urology  and  Ophthalmology.  Coincident  with  the 
appointment  of  well-trained  young  men  to  these  departments  last 
July  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  admission  of  patients 
to  the  hospital,  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  oper- 
ations and  greater  activity  in  the  respective  Out  Patient  depart- 
ments. It  would  appear  that  the  increase  in  the  budgets  of  these 
Subdepartments  will  prove  to  have  been  justified.  Plastic  Surgery 
also  had  a  very  successful  year.  The  organization  of  the  service 
undoubtedly  has  stimulated  interest  in  this  field  of  surgery,  has 
increased  the  material  for  teaching  purposes  and  has  resulted  in 
some  promising  research.  The  War  particularly  has  shown  the 
dearth  of  men  qualified  in  this  branch  of  surgery  and  pressure  is 


11 


being  brought  to  bear  in  the  direction  of  providing  graduate  or 
postgraduate  courses  for  men  going  into  service.  Neurosurgery 
and  thoracic  surgery  have  been  very  active;  and  some  interesting 
contributions  to  these  subjects  are  listed  in  the  publications  of  the 
department. 

A  study  of  the  5653  anesthesias  given  by  the  members  of  the 
Department  of  Anesthesia  shows  that  3  deaths  occurred  in  the 
operating  rooms  while  patients  were  under  anesthesia.  One 
death  occurred  in  an  infant  of  19  months  operated  upon  for  a 
hemangioma  of  the  back,  who  developed  slight  cyanosis  and 
within  a  few  moments  ceased  breathing.  All  methods  of  artificial 
respiration  including  the  Drinker  Respirator  failed  to  revive  the 
child.  A  second  death  occurred  in  an  adult  aged  21  years  operated 
upon  for  Raynaud's  disease,  the  operation  consisting  in  the  re- 
section of  certain  nerve  roots.  The  death  is  not  readily  explained. 
An  autopsy  could  not  be  obtained.  The  third  death  occurred  in 
an  adult  aged  36  subjected  to  a  laparotomy.  During  the  operation 
the  anesthetist  noted  the  skin  becoming  hot  and  the  temperature, 
being  immediately  taken,  was  found  to  be  106°  F.  The  operation 
was  abandoned.  The  respiratory  volume  increased,  the  pulse 
mounted  to  150,  a  severe  generalized  convulsion  occurred  and 
the  patient  expired.  Autopsy  showed  focal  fatty  degeneration  of 
the  liver,  advanced  congestion  with  atelectasis  of  the  entire  left 
and  the  middle  and  lower  lobes  of  the  right  lung,  congestion  of 
the  kidneys  with  small  hemorrhages  beneath  the  pelvic  mucosa 
and  petechial  hemorrhages  beneath  the  epicardium,  in  the  myo- 
cardium and  in  the  submucosa  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum. 

Following  5650  anesthesias  there  were  63  postoperative  pul- 
monary complications,  an  incidence  of  1.1  per  cent.  Of  these 
26  were  instances  of  bronchopneumonia,  13  of  pulmonary  em- 
bolism and  infarction,  19  of  pulmonary  atelectasis,  2  of  bronchitis 
and  1  each  of  lobar  pneumonia,  pneumonitis  and  pleurisy  with 
effusion.  Of  the  26  cases  of  bronchopneumonia  21  received  ade- 
quate doses  of  sulfa  drugs  while  5  did  not  receive  them.  In  the 
21  with  sulfa  drugs,  16  recovered  and  5  died;  in  5  cases  in  which 
the  drug  was  not  given  3  recovered  and  2  died.  The  mortality 
for  the  former  group  is  24  per  cent;  in  the  latter,  40  per  cent. 
Of  the  13  cases  with  pulmonary  embolism  and  infarction  8  died. 
Of  the  8  deaths,  6  occurred  between  the  9th  and  l6th  day  of 
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operation  during  an  otherwise  satisfactory  course,  1  died  on  the 
48th  day  after  operation  and  one,  the  day  of  operation.  In  the 
case  dying  on  the  day  of  operation,  symptoms  appeared  and  death 
occurred  within  an  hour  following  the  intravenous  administration 
of  2.5  grams  of  sodium  sulfadiazine.  In  6  of  the  8  deaths  the 
diagnosis  of  pulmonary  embolism  was  confirmed  at  autopsy;  in 
2  the  diagnosis  was  based  upon  the  symptomatology  and  physical 
findings.  Of  the  19  patients  who  developed  postoperative  pul- 
monary atelectasis  all  recovered  without  event.  As  a  precaution- 
ary measure  12  of  the  19  patients  received  sulfa  drugs.  The 
five  patients  who  developed  either  lobar  pneumonia,  pneumonitis, 
bronchitis  or  pleurisy  with  effusion  recovered. 

From  this  analysis  it  appears  that  the  total  deaths  following  the 
administration  of  5653  anesthesias  was  18,  a  mortality  rate  of  0.3 
per  cent.  Omitting  the  3  deaths  occurring  in  the  operating  rooms 
there  were  15  deaths  from  postoperative  pulmonary  complications 
following  5650  anesthesias,  a  mortality  rate  from  such  complica- 
tions of  0.24  per  cent.  Of  63  patients  with  postoperative  pul- 
monary complications  15  died,  a  mortality  of  23.8  per  cent  in 
patients  with  complications.  In  comparison  with  the  preceding 
year,  the  incidence  of  postoperative  pulmonary  complications  was 
slightly  greater,  the  mortality  in  patients  with  complications  de- 
finitely lower  (23.8%  as  compared  with  30%).  The  importance 
of  a  careful  yearly  study  of  our  anesthesia  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  past  year,  as  in  other  years,  our  mortality  from  postoperative 
pulmonary  complications  comprises  from  15  per  cent  to  20  per 
cent  of  our  total  postoperative  pavilion  mortality. 

Teaching.  A  teaching  program  similar  to  that  described  in 
my  1940  report  was  in  effect  during  the  year,  and  I  believe  the 
teaching  generally  was  of  a  high  order.  The  program  at  Bellevue 
Hospital  has  been  strengthened  and  the  varied  material  there  has 
been  well  presented  to  our  undergraduate  students.  There  has 
been  a  closer  correlation  between  the  two  hospitals  in  graduate 
teaching  and  with  the  increased  experience  gained  it  can,  I  think, 
be  said  that  the  exchange  of  graduate  students  between  the  New 
York  and  Second  Surgical  Division  of  Bellevue  Hospitals  is  a 
real  contribution  to  our  teaching  program.  The  War  temporarily 
has  upset  a  similar  exchange  of  men  with  St.  Lukes  Hospital; 
but  with  the  termination  of  the  War  this  situation  in  all  likeli- 
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hood  will  be  corrected.  The  possibility  of  still  further  advancing 
our  undergraduate  teaching  program  appears  encouraging  in  view 
of  changes  in  the  curriculum  which  were  proposed  during  the 
year  and  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical 
College.  In  the  new  curriculum  certain  major  objections  to  our 
previous  schedule  have  been  eliminated  and  in  the  fourth  year, 
blocs  of  time  are  provided  in  clinical  subjects  which  allow  greater 
elasticity  in  teaching.  The  latter  change  appears  particularly 
appropriate  in  view  of  the  present  emergency  for  we  shall  be  able, 
through  student  assistance  in  clinical  work,  better  to  compensate 
for  the  expected  shortage  of  our  staff. 

Research.  A  list  of  92  papers  published  by  the  members  of 
the  department  is  submitted  without  comment. 

Department  of  Surgery 
Publications 

ANDRE,  rose  : 

Anesthesia  in  Urologic  Surgery. 
Anesthesia  and  Analgesia.    In  press. 

ANDRUS,  WILLIAM  deWITT  : 

The  Newer  Knowledge  of  Vitamin  K. 
Bull.  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Med.  17:  116,  1941 
See  Lord,  J.  Jr. — jt  auth. 

and  Page,  I.,  McSwain,  B.  &  Knapp,  G.  The  Origin  of  Renin- 
Activator.    Am.  J.  Physiol.  135:  214,  1941 

ATKINSON,  MILES  : 

Observations  on  the  Etiology  and  Treatment  of  Meniere's  syndrome. 
J.  A.  M.  A.  116:  1573,  1941. 

Changes  in  Vestibular  Sensitivity  in  Meniere's  syndrome  and  their 
Significance.    Arch.  Otolaryngol.  33:  969,  1941. 
Histamine  in  Treatment  of  Meniere's  syndrome. 
J.  A.  M.  A.    In  press. 

The  Dizzy  Patient.  Dis.  of  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  Monthly. 
In  press. 

BALENSWEIG,  IRVIN  ; 

Foot  Disturbances.    Surg.  Clin.  N.A.  April  21:  495,  1941. 

The  Industrial  Back  Problem.    Surg.  Clin.  N.A.    In  press. 

The  Present  Surgical  Status  of  Bone  and  Joint  Tuberculosis.  Surg. 

Clin.  N.A.    In  press. 

BERLINER,  MILTON  L. 

Synechiae  and  Syndact^'ly.    Arch.  Ophthalmol.  26:  653,  1941. 
Regarding  the  Diagnosis  of  Avitaminosis  A  by  gross  and  micro- 
scopic examination  of  the  Conjunctiva.    Am.  J.  Ophthalmol.  In 
press. 

Slit  Lamp  Biomicroscopy  of  the  Living  Eye.    Volume  I.    In  press. 
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BOSWORTH,  BOARDMAN  : 

Acromioclavicular  Separation;  a  new  method  of  repair. 
Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet.  73:  866,  1941. 

BOWERS,  RALPH  F. 

and  Lord,  J.  Jr.  &  McSwain,  B.  Cystadenoma  of  tlie  Pancreas. 
Arch.  Surgery.    In  press. 

CONWAY,  HERBERT  : 

and  Heuer,  G.  J.  Observations  on  Regional  and  General  Tempera- 
ture Response  after  experimentally  induced  acute  inflammation  and 
infection. 

Arch.  Surgery  40:  917,  1941. 

Care  of  the  Cleft  Palate.    Surg.  Clin.  N.  A.  20-38:  593,  1941. 
Surgical  Management  of  Postradiation  Scars  and  Ulcers.  Surgery 
10;  64,  1941. 

Infections  and  Gangrene  of  Lower  Extremity  in  Diabetes  Mellitus. 
N.  Y.  State  J.  Med.    In  press. 

Principles  of  Plastic  Surgery  in  Treatment  of  Malignant  Tumors  of 
Face.    Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet.    In  press. 

COOPER,  WILLIAM  : 

The  History  of  Radical  Mastectomy.  Annals  Med.  History  3:  36, 
1941. 

The  Problem  of  Gastric  Surgery.  J.  A.  M.  A.  116:  2125,  1941. 

CORNELL,  NELSON  W.  : 

and  Hauser,  L.  A.  Primary  Adenocarcinoma  of  Jejunum;  report  of 
a  case.    Am.  J.  Surgery  53:  177,  1941. 

New  Operation  for  Hallux  Valgus.  J.  Bone  &  Joint  Surgery.  In 
press. 

DEAN,  ARCHIE  L.  : 

The  Treatment  of  Wilms  Tumor. 

Trans.  AM.  Assoc.  Genitourniary  Surg.  34,  1941. 

Injury  of  the  Bladder  subsequent  to  Irradiation  of  the  Uterus. 

Journ.  Urology  48:  6,  1941. 

and  Twombly,  G.  &  Temple,  H.  Clinical  Value  of  the  Aschheim- 
Zondek  Test  in  diagnosis  of  testicular  tumor.  Journ.  Urol.  In 
Press. 

DeVRIES,  J.  K.  : 

The  Differential  Diagnosis  of  Carcinoma  of  the  Prostate  with  Skeletal 
Metastases  and  Osteitis  Deformans.    J.  Urology  46:  981,  1941. 

ECKEL,  JOHN  H.  : 

and  Ogilvie,  J.  Regional  Ileitis.    Am.  J.  Surgery  63:  345,  1941. 
see  Holman,  C. — jt.  auth. 

FARR.  CHARLES  E. 

Injuries  of  the  Soft  Tissues  in  Infants  and  Children. 
Surg.  Clin.  N.  A.  21:  535,  1941. 

FINESILVER,  E.  M.  : 

Benign  Tumors  of  the  Stomach.  Surgery.  In  press. 

FOOT,  N.  CHANDLER  : 

A  simpler  Classification  of  Breast  Tumors.    Arch.  Pathol.    In  press. 

GARTNER,  SAMUEL  : 

Congenital  Retinal  Fold  and  Microcephaly.  Arch.  Ophthalmol.  25: 
93,  1941. 

Kayser-Fleisher  Ring  associated  with  Hepatolenticular  Degeneration. 
Arch.  Ophthalmol.  26:  595,  1941. 


GLENN,  FRANK  : 

see  Kauer,  J. — jt.  auth. 

Partial  Gastric  Resection  for  Carcinoma;  2  case  reports  of  5  year 
survivals.    Annals  Surgery  113:  631,  1941. 

and  Moore,  S.  W.    Disruption  of  Abdominal  Wounds.  Continua- 
tion of  previous  report.    Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet.  72:  1041,  1941. 
and  Heuer,  G.  J.     An  Evaluation  of  the  Surgical  Treatment  of 
Hypertension.    N.  Y.  State  J.  Med.  41:  1922,  1941. 
The  Surgical  Treatment  of  Acute  Cholecystitis  in  Patients  fifty  years 
and  over.    Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet.  73:  649,  1941. 
see  McSwain,  B. — jt.  auth. 

and  S.  W.  Moore.  Gangrene  and  Perforation  of  the  Wall  of  the 
Gallbladder.  Arch.  Surgery.    In  press. 

Conditions  of  the  Biliary  Tract  requiring  Emergency  Surgery.  Sur- 
gery.   In  press. 

HANSSON,  K.  G.  : 

The  Cervico-Brachial  Syndrome.  Arch.  Physical  Therapy  22:  662, 
1941. 

and  Troedson,  B.  &  Schwartzkopf,  E.  Electromyographic  Studies 
in  Poliomyelitis.    Nat.  Found.  Infant.  Paralysis.    In  press. 

HEUER,  GEORGE  J.  : 

Annual  Report  for  1940,  Surgical  Department. 

Surgical  Treatment  of  Tumors  of  the  Mediastinum.    Annals  Surg. 

113:  357,  1941. 

see  Glenn,  F.    jt.  auth. 

see  Conway,  H.    jt.  auth. 

Principles  in  Treatment  of  War  Wounds.    In  press. 
William  Stewart  Halsted. 

HOLMAN,  CRANSTON  W.  : 

and  Eckel,  J.  Prevention  of  Disruption  of  Abdominal  Wounds  by 
through-and-through  Silver  Wire  Sutures.  Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet. 
72:  1052,  1941. 

HOTCHKISS,  R.  S.  : 

and  MacLeod,  J.  The  Effect  of  Hyperpyrexia  upon  Spermatozoa 

Counts  in  Men.    Endocrinol.  28:  780,  194"l. 

Factors  in  Stability  and  Variability  of  Semen  Specimens. 

J.  Urology  45:  875,  1941. 

The  Male  Factor  in  Fertile  and  Barren  Marriage. 
N.  Y.  State  J.  Med.  41:  564,  1941. 

Tes'icular  Biopsy  in  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Sterility  in  Men. 
Bull.  N.  Y.  Acadm.  of  Med.  In  press. 

LORD,  JERE,  JR.  : 

and  Andrus,  W.    Changes  in  the  Liver  associated  with  Hyperthyroid- 
ism, with  study  of  plasma  prothrombin  levels  in   the  immediate 
postoperative  period.    Arch.  Surgery  42:  643,  1941. 
and    Andrus,    W.      Differentiation    of    Intrahepatic    and  Extra- 
hepatic  Jaundice.    Arch.  Int.  Med.  68:  199,  1941. 
see  Quinn,  W.  &  Wade,  L.    jt.  auth. 
see  Bowers,  R.  &  McSwain,  B.    jt.  auths. 

LYLE,  H.  M.  H. 

The  Cooperation  between  the  Army  Seri'ices  of  Evacuation  and 
Hospitalization.    Annuls  Surgery  114:  161,  1941. 

KAUER,  JOSEPH  T.  : 

and  Glenn,  P.  Carcinoma  of  the  Pancreas.  Arch.  Surgery  42:  14 1, 
1941. 
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KING,  J.  E.  J.  : 

Oxycephaly.    N.  Y.  State  J.  Med.  41:  21,  1941. 
Oxycephaly.    Annals  Surgery.    In  press. 

KNAPP,  GEORGE  : 

see  Andrus,  W.    jt.  auth. 
see  Moore,  S.  W.    jt.  auth. 

MacFEE,  WILLIAM  F.  : 

Benign  Tumors  of  the  Ovary  associated  with  Ascites  and  Pleural 
Effusion.    Annals  Surgery  113:  549,  1941. 

McAULIFFE,  GERVAIS  W.  ; 

Laboratory  Analysis  of  the  Content  of  Tonsil  Crypts  as  obtained 
by  wet  suction.    Arch.  Otolaryngol.,  October,  1941. 

McSWAIN,  BARTON  : 

see  Andrus,  W.,  Page,  I.  and  Knapp,  G.    jt.  auths. 

and  Glenn,  F.    Sodium  Sulfadiazine  in  Experimental  Streptococcus 

Infection.   Arch.  Surgery.    In  press. 

and  Glenn,  F.    Sulfadiazine  in  Experimental  streptococcus  infection ; 

a  study  of  effects  of  implantation.    J.  A.  M.  A.    In  press. 

and  Glenn,  F.    Studies  on  Rabbit  Clotting  Globulin.    Proc.  Soc. 

exper.    Biol.  &  Med.    In  press. 

see  Bowers,  R.  &  Lord,  J.  Jr.    jt.  auths. 

MOORE,  S.  W. 

see  Glenn,  F.    jt.  auth. 

see  Glenn,  F.    jt.  auth. 

Rabies.    Am.  J.  Surgery  53:  306,  1941. 

and  Knapp,  G.  Varicose  Veins.    Annals  Surgery.    In  press. 

PACK,  GEORGE  T. 

and  Livingston,  E.    Surgical  Aids  to  the  Intracavitary  Treatment  and 
study  of  Cancer  of  the  Stomach.    Am.  J.  Surgery  51:  453,  1941. 
and  Sunderland,  D.     Naevus  Unius  Lateria.     Arch.   Surgery  43: 
341,  1941. 

and  Abels,  J.,  Gorham,  A.  &  Rhoads,  C.     Metabolic  Studies  in 
Patients  with  Cancer  of  the  Gastrointestinal  Tract. 
J.  CIm.  Investig.  20:  749,  1941. 

and  Abels,  J.,  Gorham,  A.  &  Rhoads,  C.    Hepatic  Concentrations  of 
Vitamin  A.  Proc.  Soc.  exp.  Biol.  &  Med.  48:  488,  1941. 
Radical  Groin  Dissection  for  Metastatic  Cancer.  Am.  J.  Surgery 
in  press. 

Interscapulothoracic  Amputation  for  Malignant  Tumors  of  the  Upper 

Extremity.  Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet.  In  press. 

Development  of  Cancer  Acrodermatitis  Chronica  Atrophicans. 

J.  A.  M.  A.    In  press. 

Liver  Function  Studies  in  Cancer  of  the  Gastrointestinal  Tract. 
Arch.  Int.  Med.  In  press. 

Transthoracic  Resection  of  Gastric  Cardia  for  Cancer. 
Archives  Surgery.  In  press. 

Stereoscopic  of  3-dimensional  Motion  Picture  Photography  of  Sur- 
gical Procedures.    Bull.  Am.  Coll.  Surgeons.    In  press. 

PALMER,  ARTHUR  : 

Educational  Needs  in  the  Development  of  Plastic  Surgery. 
Eye,  Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  Monthly.    August,  1941. 

PATTERSON,  RUSSELL  H. 

Lymphogranulmoa  venereum;  preliminary  report.  Annals  Surg. 
114:  847,  1941. 
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QUINN,  WILLIAM  : 

and  Lord,  J.  Jr.  &  Wade,  L.  Welch  Bacillus  Infections  arising  from 
the  Stomach  and  Duodenum.    Surgery.     In  press, 
and  Lord,  J.  Jr.  &  Wade,  L.  Gas  Gangrene  of  the  Abdominal  WalL 
Surgery.    In  press. 

RAY,  BRONSON  S. 

Cysticercosis  of  the  Brain;  report  of  a  case  with  operation. 
Arch.  Neurol.  &  Psych.  45:  494,  1941. 

Cerebral  Arteriovenous  Aneurysms.  Surg.,  Gyn.  &  Obstet.  73:  615, 
1941. 

and  Wolff,  H.  &  Kunkle,  E.  Studies  on  Headaches.    An  analysis  of 
the  headache  associated  with  changes  in  intracranial  pressure. 
Trans.  Am.  Neurol.  A.    June,  in  press.  1941. 

Observations  and  Surgical  Aspects  of  the  Carotid  Sinus  Reflex  in 
Man.    Surgery.    In  press. 

SAMUELS,  BERNARD  : 

Notes  on  the  Pathology  of  the  Eye.  G.  Washingt.  Univ.  School 
Med.  7:  253,  1941. 

Drusen  of  the  Optic  Papilla;  clinical  and  pathological  study.  Arch. 
Ophthalmol.  25:  412,  1941. 

Tumors  of  the  Conjunctiva  and  Lids.  Arch.  Ophthal.  26:  789,  1941. 
Pathologic  Anatomy  of  the  Lens  following  Corneal  Ulcers  and  Scars. 
Trans.  AM.  Ophthalmol.  Soc.  29:  In  press. 

SMITH,  MORRIS  K.  : 

Papillary  Adenoma  of  Aberrant  Thyroid.  Annals  Surgery  113:  77, 
1941. 

STETSON,  RUFUS  E.  : 

Blood  Transfusion.  Operative  Surgery — Appleton-Century  Co.  1941. 
Bancroft,  F.  W.  Editor 

STEVENS,  A.  R.  : 

Longevity  following  Uretero-Intestinal  Anastomosis. 
J.  Urology  46:  57,  1941. 

TWINEM,  FRANCIS  P.  : 

Bladder  Stone  in  the  early  days  of  New  York  Hospital. 
Uro.  &  Cut.  Review  45:  373,  1941. 
Benign  Teratoma  of  the  Testicle.    In  press. 

WADE,  PRESTON  A.  : 

Infections  of  the  Hand.  Operative  Surgery.  Appleton-Century  Co. 
1941.  Bancroft,  F.  W.  Editor. 


18 


20 


c'  e 

g  2 

I  a 

I  I 


III 


s  g  ^ 


u  u  <  a- 


11 


Q  OS 


>  Q 


.2  ±  S 


■5   2   S    S  = 


I  1 


c  I 

c 

1 

c 

Cancer  of  bronchus 

Cause  of  death  not  . 
died  on  69th  p.o.  daj 

Cardiac  death 

Fatty  liver,  arteriosch 

oval 
1,  ventri 

E  £ 

tial  rem 
loratior 

roidectc 
roidectc 

a. 

a.  w 

H  H 

o 

£  E 

ebellar  turr 
:bellar  cyst 

^roidi 
irroidi 

lerthi 
>erth) 

B  S 

X  X 

(N  VO 

)I494 
18383 

yroid : 

59492 
25901 

22 


U  X 


<  P3  Q  D 


^   O   rr>  O 


Q 

<  ^ 

Oh  O 

o 


11  ^ II 1 1 

u  a.     w  <  u  a 


2  2  I  I  1 

J=  -c  .y  .y  t: 

3  5  a.  a  -  J 
S  S  2  E  -2  f 


—      J=  c  -=  J  ^ 


24 


